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Location of Villages Around El Paso
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"Whether Otermin awaited orders from the superior
government or put into immediate execusion his plan of
settlement, is not clear from the documents now avail-
able.”” /7In the collections of documents used in pre-
paring this paper there appear only 1 or 2 signed by
Otermin between February 11, 1682, and August, 1683, at
which time Cruzate assumed the government; and none of
these relate to Otermin's disposition of the people at
El Paso./ Before locating the Spaniards and Indians,
however, he took with him several members of the cabildo
and made a careful examination of both banks of the
Rio del Norte, from Estero Largo to La Toma, the con-
version of the Sumas. He found no place that appeared
more suitable for settlement than San Lorenzo, which
was closer, not because of its positive fitness, but
because it appeared possible to maintain the Spaniards=?°
there until the orders of the viceroy should arrive.

/?° The cabildo to the viceroy, July €, 1684, Autos sobre
los Socorros, folio 149; letter of the cabildo, Septem-
ber 27, 1685, ibid., f. 145;.the Cabildo to:Cruzate,
Septemwber 20, 16384, ibid,, f. 36, Auto of Cruzate, ibid.,
££. 34-35, / The Spaniards, therefore, were placed in

San Lorenzo, a league and a half from the mission San
Francisco de los Sumas?f/ Vetsncurt, Chrénica (Mex. 1687),
Part I, Chap. V, sec. 27, p. 98./ and about 12 leagues
from El1 Paso. %f‘ﬂuto of Otermin, in Autos sobre ios
Socorros, folio 37,/ The Indians were settled in n 3
pueblos. According to Escalante their location was as
follows: 'two leagues, / or_/ more below Nuestra Sefiora
de Guadalupe del Paso, with Piros and Tompiros Indians,
the pueblo of Senec(; a league and a half toward the east,
with Ticheras Indians, the pueblo of Corpus Christi de

la Isleta; 12 leagues from El Paso, and 7 and half from
Isleta, following the same Rio del Norte, with Piros
Indians, a few Thanos, and some more Gemex, the third
pueblo, with the appelation of Nuestra Sefiora del
Socorro. ' ¥ BEscalante, Carta de 1776, pp. 120-121, in
Doc. para la Historia de Mexico 'Tercera serie (Mexice
1856); see also Bonilla, Apuntes sobre el Nuevo Mexico,

in New Mexico Cédulas, folio 1 (MSS in Bancroft Collection)./
The founding of the presidio, in accordance with the
recent ruling, was probably left for execution to Otermin's
successor, Don fironza Petriz de Cruzate."
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A Later Reference to Timber in the El1 Paso District (2)

"...At the same time that Cruzate lovated the pre-
sidio, he made an effort to change the site of the
villa of Santa Fe“from San Lorenzo to a place about 1
league from the pueblo of El Paso. He hoped by this
change to improve the condition of the people by en-
abling them to make use of the canal in irrigation
their corps. He promised to enlarge the canal, and -
actually cut a quantity of timber for use in constructing
the buildings on the new site, but the citizens thought
the place selected inconvenient and without good past--
urage or wood. Cruzate, therefore, let the matter drop.°
Ao Petition of the cabildo, October 27, 1684, ibid.,
folio 20: Auto of Cruzate, ibid., f£f. 34-35; Auto of
Cruzate, ibid., f. 38! petition of the cebildo, Sept-
ember 30, 1684, ibid., f. 41./"

Presidio Moved to Nuestra Sefiora de Guadalupe

Chapter 6 The Consolidation of the Settlements
in 1684
"l. The Removal of the Presidio. The exigencies of

the Indians war just described made more compact set-
tlement at El Paso imperative. Cruzate, therefore, sel-
ected the site of Guadalupe, the point nearest the ford,
as the strategic point to hold. There he moved the
presidio and near there he established the Spanish and
Indian settlers who had been distributed at warious
points along the river. It will be remembered that in
1683 Cruzate placed the presidio about seven leagues
from the pueblo of El Psso and midway between that place
and San Lorenzo, which was about 12 leagues below El1 Paso.
From that location, the presidio was removed to Guad-
alupe del Paso sometime previous to July66, 1684, ...

Consolidation of the Settlers

"2. The Removal of the Settlements. The settle-
ments were apparently removed nearer to Guadalupe del
Paso at the same time the presidio was transferred.

As the settlements, which were scattered along the river
a distance of 10 or 12 leagues, were difficult to defend,
Cruzate assembled them within a district of a league and
a half, and within easy range of presidial protection.
The Tigua and Piro pueblos of Senecu; Socorro, and Isleta
were removed at the same time. Most of the Spaniards
appear to habve been living at San Lorenzo, where the
civil officers had their quarters; and they had been (1=
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(3)

there three and a half years, during which time they
must have acquired some kind of permanemt:dwellings,
with arrangements for farming and raising cattle. It
is not surprising, then, that they did not take kindly
to the proposed change, and that the governor was
forced to order the removal made on pain of deatk to
the delinquents. When the settlers were finally
domiciled in their new quarters, they found the place
very short of conveniences and destitute of pasturage.
These disadvantages, added to the forced removal, were
the cause friction between the citizens and the gov-
ernor, of which an account will follow.' "

Guadalupe's Location Never Moved

369

"...The five settlements of San Lorenzo, Senecfi, Isleta,
Socorro and Guadalupe--whose site was never changed--

were the only ones remaining in the 18th Century. ..."

Citizen Population in the E1 Paso District 1680 and 1684

370

"From a muster roll of the citizens in and about El
Paso, made by order of the governor on November 11, 1684,
the nunmber of settlers is learned. This census showed
in the pueblo of Corpus Christi de la Isleta 21 fam-
ilies and 188 persons; in the Real de San Lorenzo, 36
families and 354 persons; and in Nuestra Sefiora de
Guadalupe del Paso, 52 families and 488 persons. There
were therefore 109 families and 1030 persons, all told >
/# Muster roll, November 11, 1684, Autos sobre los P
Socorros, folios 50-56; Auto of Cruzate, ibid., f. 34/
At the time when Otermin made his muster, October 2, 1680,
there were 1946 persons, including men, women, children,
and servants. ¥/2> Auto of Otermin, Octeber 2, 1680,

Autos tocante, folios 61-62./ A loss of 916 persons is
therefore evident. This loss can be explained by the
great numbers reported to have fled to Parral, Casas
Grandes, Rio del Sacramento, and other places."

Attempts to Abandon Fl1 Paso--Too Important to Abandon

371

Chapter 7. Efforts to Abandon El Paso, 1684-1685

“l. The Petition to the Viceroy. The extreme suf-
ferings of the people at El Paso determined them to
abandon the place and to seek another location, with
soil and climate better adapted to agriculture. This
desire to leave El Paso, however, was not a recent
impluse. When the colonists retreated from New Mexico
it appears they were induced to make a halt at El Paso




(4)

by Father Ayeta's promise to provide food for them for

a period of four months, or until instructions from the
viceroy should come. Notwithstanding this aid, conditions
at E1 Paso grew so distressing that early in 1681 the
colonists began to clamor for permission to retire to
Sonora, San Joseph del Parral, and other adjacent places,
where they hoped to be self-sustaining; and many, indeed,
fled from the place without license. To allay these
clamors and to secure the adwice of those in authority
in religious and kay circles, on April 5, 1681,

Governor Otermin evdered a council of war to be held

at Nuestra Senora de Guadalupe del Paso, in which the
custodian, the definitors, the maestros de campo, the
sargentos mayores, ond captains were asked for thei:x
opinioms respecting what course seemed best to pursue.
The opinions of these represéentative men being so divided,
the governor concluded to remain at El Paso until he
should receive instructions from Mexico City, and to
dispatch Maestre de Campo Pedro de Leyba with 10 men to
Basas Grandes and other neighboring places to secure

food at the expense of the governor.' ..."
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sufficient for an establishment at El Paso. It was perhaps at
this suggestion that missionaries were eventually sent there from
New Mexico.™

The earlicst account of such missionary work available to the
present writer is given by Medina, in his life of Fray Antonio
de Arteaga, provineial of the IToly Province of the Barefoot
Friars of San Diego and, at one time, a missionary to the Pueblo
Indians. Encouraged by his success in converting the Pueblo
Indians, Arteaga undertook to bring the Mansos into the fold
of the church, and with so much success that the neighboring
Indians, encouraged by the example of the Mansos, also sought
instruction and were baptized by the missionary.? Though the
date of Arteaga’s visit to the Mansos is not given, it was sub-
sequent to 1629, the time of the arrival of Fray Estévan de Perea,
the new ecustodian of the conversion of San Pablo, in whose
company Arteaga entered New Mexico.

During the administration of Governor Bernardo Lépez de
Afendizibal, who held office in New Mexico not earlier than 1656
nor later than 1661, another effort was made to catechise the
Mansos. This time Fray Gareia de San Franeisco y Ziiga, in
company with fathers Juan Cabal and Franciseo Pérez, all of
New Mexico, went to El Paso to instruet the Mansos, taking
with him alms which he had collected from the citizens of New
Mexico. According to Vetancurt, he founded the pueblo of the
Mansos and left Pérez and Cabal to catechise the I ¢~ . Seeing
the repugnance of the religious to BBuman.lno.. the Mansos
scem to have been intractable—Gareia told the priests that there
was no occasion for becoming weary, as the time for the Indians’
conversion had not yet arrived. After Gareia’s departure the
natives set upon their teachers and tried to kill them. News of
the disturbanee reaching Governor Mendizibal, he sent from
Santa Fé a rescue party under Maestre de Campo Thome Domfn-

1* Bena qrua.u. op. eit., p. 281-2.
2 Humw*&mu». Chrénica de la Santa Provincia de San Diego de Mezico (1682),
3 Bancroft, drizona and New Megico, p. 165.
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I
guez de Mendoza, who pacified the tumult and took the mission-
aries back to New Mexico.*
9. The Establishment of Mission Nuestra Seiiora de Guada-
lupe, 1659.—Though the efforts of Cabal and Pérez were futile,
the conversion of the Mansos soon followed, in 1659. In this year

Father Garcia de Sun Franeisco y Ziiga again visited El Paso, e

and, with the assistance of Father Francisco de Salazar,® laid
the foundation of the mission of Nuestra Seiiora de Guadalupe.
Sinee the work of Gareia may be regarded as the cornerstone

SKaTCH oF
FATHE @ GARLA

of the El Paso establishments, a short sketch of his life will not (s -

be amiss at this point. e eame to New Mexico in 1629 in
company with Fray Antonio de Arteaga, and in the train of
Fray Estévan de Perea, the newly elected custodian of the con-
version of San Pablo. At that time Gareia was a lay brother,
but his superiors, fecling that his influence for good would be
inereaced by his taking orders, commanded him under the oath
of obedience to receive them. Though he had formerly, through
humility, refused to enter the holy state, he now became a priest.
In 1630 he was given charge of the conversion of Seneecd by
Father Arteaga, who had founded it. Father Garcefa adorned
the church with an organ and rich ornaments, and cultivated
grapes, of which he made wine for himself and for the other
monasteries. He became the founder of the mission of Nuestra
Seiiora del Socorro, whenee he went to I Daso to found Nuestra

Sefiora de Guadalupe.*
The account of the tounding of Nuestra Sefiora de-Guada-

lupe, comes from Father Gareia’s own pen, in the form of an . &

entry in the administration books of the mission. A certified copy
made in 1663 still exists in the archives of the Church of Guada-
lupe at Judrez. The importance of this document justifies its

reproduction here in translation.

"4 Vetaneurt, Menologio, PP- 94-95; Petition of the citizens of New
Mexieo to the vieeroy, August 26, 1685, “Autos sobre los Socorros, folio 126.,

s Petition of the citizens of New Mexico to the viceroy, August 26,
1685, Autos sobre los Socorros, folio 126.

¢ Vetaneurt, Menologio, p- 24; Vetaneurt, Chrénica de la Provincia_del
m_n..__..%urhgn:o de Mexico (1697), P- 98; Medina, Chrénica (Mexico, 1682),
>
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Hughes, Anne E.

1914 The Beginnings of Spanish Settlement
in the El Paso District

continued from photostat-

P.

El Paso Too Important to Abandon

390

"guirez de San Martin for thorough re-examination.
When Suirez made his report, which was the result of
and examination of witnesses as well as of the documents
pertaining to the subject, the gonsensis of opinion
seemed in favor of holding El Paso. Accordingly the
fiscal, the viceroy, and the junta general supported
the holding of El Paso unless the king and the Royal
Council of the Indies should order it abandoned."




