











& [ : "-"T"‘. 0 -d the informatic th o
converted and that next year P,A.A. expected to

inp berths., Near the end of that ride he told us
17 hours, at an altitude of 17,000 to 18,500 ft.

awake in the morning, we could see below rugged brown mountains and no appearance
of life, There was water around the mountains, and finally we could

or cities and signs of roads and fields = Mervin asked the Steward who said we
were over Greede, Somewhere near 9300 we reached Istanbulfl and landed in what
seemed less a city airport than the others, We were ushered to a rickety bus with
a Turkish driver who could not speak E&ish, g Turkish girl in khalkd dress act-—
ing as mtgnterandmrﬂrbmding bus ride, which lasted for possibly 1%
miles thro m'bwystremmrﬁmllyitfookeduthoughnmheaded
gtraight for the Black Sea., Very near the shore line the bus stopped and we dis-
covered ourselves by an old frame hotel where we were to have breakfast, serwdd on
a large veranda extending over the sea, Instead of finding it very hot, the sea
breezes kept us delightfully comfortable,

We all sat down at the large tables, set for us and waited for the food. (In
Shannon,Ireland breakfast was served as scon as we were seated without any order-
ing or choice of meru on our part). But no happened, and finally we set to
eat the bread and mammalade already there, maybe that was "it", The
girl interpreter then came around and said that we should order through her what
we wanted, because the waiters couldn't speak English, The two American boys,
large fellows, breathed a sigh of relief and with ordered ham and eggs, and
got it} The latter part of our journed was affect me some, and breakfast didn't
sound interesting = but they did have wonderfully good cold water which I enjoyed.
Afterwards there was still time to walk around before the bus was to start back,
The missionary wife and I sauntered down, or up, the little street past very old
houses - noticed laden fig trees, walled flower gardens with several recoghkzable
varieties of flowers = Eeddlars coming along with their wares in baskets on their
heads, one with vegetables covered with leaves against the sun, the other with
fish and lobsters, We were tempted to explore further, but the bus was loading up
and we were off to the airport, aml on our way to Karachi,India -

During our journey we talked to an Indian gentleman who was Very sociable, Mervin
asked him if he lmew anything about Dr. Biswas, an Indian Botanist., Yes, he

knew this professor, in fact had himself taken his college degree in Botany, and,
he added, "I specisiized in work with Algae", Imagine Mervin's delightl This
man had, however, left the botannical {ield.for government work,. Ancther of the
Indian travellors was a well dressed man who was friendly and at the end of our
ride gave Mervin his name and telephone number in Karachi, should we have any difd
culty there, We finally reached Karachi at about midnight, all of us were very
glad for the ride hadn't been easy that day — eleven hours or more without a stop
and the riding a little bumpy at times - the altitude higher - and altho Mervin
was able to enjoy the scenery, I sat next the aisle and just kept as still as pose

ible, finally becoming really air sick,

Again at Karachi, instead of be#éng dropped into a hot oven, the air was delightful
with balmy breezes from the nearby sea, After all, we were just barely in India,
As we descended from the plane I was conscious of girls in beautiful saris in

a group to meet someone and of their pleasant laughter, dark Indian coolies
hustling sbout with baggage,etc, and then we approached the beautiful new airport.
Customs here were mare extensive than before — papers to be filled out = noney
declared -~ and this time our baggage was really opened and gone through in a very
unthorough manner, which still made it seem like a form, But Mervin suggested

that if something were suspected they thus had the privilege of really making
a thorough inspection,
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in comeetion with the alrport was a hotel where we spent the night in a modern
rocm, In the hall on the floor near our door, an Indian man was asleep, quite obi
ivious of ouwr comings an! goings, That ¥as owr first introduction to what has be-

come very familiar, Indians asleep on ground or flecox o¥ pavementy .

Supposedly: there would be a message at Karachi from Stuart Nelson, Uplt leader hee
vwith 4 " about travel te Calcubta ~ but. there was none, and we had to fig-
ure -eut the next move, The eity of Kar-chl was actually 12 miles  the airport
30 we rode with a lire Larsan,}ﬁf.&. official next morning to Karachl in his capr-
(the steward (from Brooklyn) had been very friendly and r:rcglmne!ﬂed' s to'Mr, Lar-
sop who invited us to ride, e had an Indian chauffeuwr famfliar with Indimn tp-af
traffic, We shall never forget that first inmtroductiom to an Indian clty, Bullock
carts, donkey carts, and most mmerous were camel carts or chumel caravans, a fow
howse_ and buggzy or carriage outfits, people ond cows thronging the strects In
amongs§ the other traffict men asleep on the sidewalk under a tree or In the
shade of & building, women in all kinds of sarls, one with face coveredfI!ve
since seen many of {.hoao..and know now that they are I ; Muslim yomen in

in cars with Indian drivers -~ and oxik
these who don't scr } liowever, it vms remarked to us
bly few accidents ohserveds :

Our baggage w-s deposited at the Lristol jotel in Karachi and then we went to the
xpres: co. to get owr dollars and pounds and travellers cheques changed into
indian momay. 1u the other half of the large room where we were doing this, vas
the Benl of China, from vhich owr tash was drawne 7o were fastingbed to see two
Chinese young men deftly using instruments for mathematical calculations whose
name escapes both lervin and me, but we remember the article in Time deseribing
the use of such instrument by _a Japanese win could compete %0, advantage with an
2dding machine, These wen were leafing through checks and adding them, no doubt,
with movements of the fingers nlmost too quick to see, were' flipping the discs on
the instrument, the resulbing moise sounding like someone wwre playing 2 rytham vi
with delicate chopstickse At the rather large P.U. I bought gy first Indian
staups, (hare were throngs of Indians in 21l kinds of dres: or undress’ busily
Jodne business there just as it would haye been in Indianapolis on Saturday nooxn
(this was, in fact Sate.roon). Kardehi, we found is kmovm ag the cloapest and
most pleasant of the lerger cities in India, It is really desert there, licncc ub
the comels virch we have mot seen since we passed centr 1l India, but the alr Is
not humid and the constant breeze adds comfort. : &

» ) e s

st imperiously, and. heaven help
tf'nat there are romarkao—

fur room ab the Sristol iHobel was large aad Al fereut, Lelng aliost an apartment
(sitiuing room, dressing room,etc)e 'ang overhead s in every place we have besn in
Tndia 50 fare mervim asked for orange jiice (they grow in India) to De sent up be
couge T folb o dry, and when it came it tasted like furmiture polish o me, Te
Jidnlt finish it. bLater we had sone here abt the center tasting Jjust like that, It
wog synbhetic oringe julcus, or 'squash as they say in London and Calcutta, This
is mot the right season ior ripe locrl ora ges. lowever, the fridte and vegetable
srevin here omd in season are almost as exensive o3 they viere in Ind'pls, Prices
on vorything are highs A hotel clexk was able to L liervin ayrangs for itrain
reservabions to Lauore, and on to Caloubla. liave iz lst, "nd, snd 3vd elass, and
and intermediato, all requiring roservotions, i belieye - tho i'm nob positive
aboub the lagt two — aspecially wileh you sec poople riding on the outside cf 3rd
class cars — just holding on w ~mybhing as Lhe train gpeeds along - it seems
Joubtiul &f Uiey biad reservavionsy The fsubuwrban’ olatl n was vear our hotel
23 we walked tu 1t Dafe i.we w0 gt owr Lickets, past odd little shops as big es
1 "hole in the well', wmerwin yasnit suxe about owr bickets Lelng pruperly
srranged — we werc pupposed o lave rescrvatiens all uhe vy to lorweh, ncar Cal,
but-actually they haa jpoten UThal anly as far ac Lohors -~ 50 e called owr plane
friond whe had piben his tel, number, .lis gentlenn arial i d o coue to ihe
hobtel after us n Hundey Sor 2 shert ¢ Al ab Lig lome. o JedBec ioon S oy
of him Lo those at the hebely that he was well known and "ovmed half of Larachl"
they saide He Cafe im o Litile eur with hls wile, dressed very like an /nerdcan
in slacks and they tcok us w thedy liomo - which wes an eleond thing with hupe
corved doors wnere thay ‘mocked und o servant opencd he doors. we enbered o
sort o . foyer with marble floors - ani 2t we balked we .ere sorved lelicious o=
frosiments, whe firstu Lhingd as beer, in spocial lefcrence o .uwirlcd Lastesl
bwt belorc the sitmuvion beesne criticd, she sugoested the pus:ibility ¢f w scde
which we pratefully accepbeds . en meat balls, potato chips, and scranbled egys
on toaste re Dinsuew ( & Parsi iadien, & group we find is law:a: for being Lhe
soll=to=do of Irdia) womkered wiy e didulu L1y W falcubise e waren't for two
\p Chre: Teusons., ULwe Yuibed of everfil Jons Jox resdacong - ae Al sas
mepensive. e thcashit L ol oLy wiise o Uy to valance the woyuiwise plane
Lrrips with some econofyy oab alsp e fEll lie experdenco of riling ucress Inlla
as an education we uee ole we later deciled vur Jnigesail s right on o
watber — but we dionti lcwow how rupced tlan sducsiion vels Lol W bee (hTe Fiye
qarmr, by the way, coulin't give us such joip aboi wwe Lickeoa ~ diu we didntt
Bave reservacions from Laswre ong we ol or to tanee w chianco, Taleuraks
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: %ﬁ? en - wild or [
n1ar ar iy M% ME sh” influen Kriéw the. Water” was boilody © ©
and “we. haa’ ong’ avify canteen ilch we adked to Have Tille@with hot water, in '
qrgg%}o.“ve S thin it was boiled, Thfortifiately we’ ot into'the Sind
desert ﬁ@n-ﬁs “So Hot: the water- never cooled, but:viel oFeo" thirEty we just
Spank nob waber, | Ofice {'a vhile'we would order’s mesl, Whish wouldr be bioneNt
4o s on 2 tray, Hut’ the food iaégx?tﬂétiﬁiﬁg and ‘we worén't suresoliits -
paration, and the dishwashing'we heve''seeh has beon a e tter of comoern to -
eyer” $ime we 1eft rome, Sp in eddition to the heat, we just assn't eat a
, sind”we, Yot took i our belfs” %% tlw when we veached Calewttay I» - 7 o
thought' fruit wo gﬁbsi"'-’%ﬁr S atound st every station, but mostlys ol
h Tndién hot’ focds. Once We wiére able to buy &ix oranges, goody but &
geagon < #hd ‘Beem mor'e 1il¢e. tangerines, Once Merwvinrgot a -
atth s, - (owas’bkying to ocut érie vith'a dull ¥nife, and the young'

. 1 across’ from. WE yolanteercd to show me how it was-done, Te pulled out =
his- dagper Tike Knife ind ‘cwb large slices for me deftlys but with hands that -
weren't clean - so'L thanked ‘him ¥ndly and when ho wasntt notvdeing disposed of
the FYRALL Later et amothErstation theelsaner e came-dn to sweeprour [od o
compartmett ;- T 'stepped out furling as T went with the rest of the fruit in my
hands;" Tohad- 1€ 6t smell hand towel on tie soat, and this helpful Indian
pleked np’ the towel, eame ' outy to whére I was ‘standing on the pavemsnt - put
the tewel én the eldewalk'and tHe fruit  inside, tisd it into a bundle, and-
handed it Yo me'es if Yo' say, uthis ie the way it reslly should be dome™. liis
drtentions were the best, B0 agein T thanked ‘him, bub washed the towelroub .
Yatery ° By hight’we had gotten ‘away Trom the €ool breezes of Karachi and into
Jesert heat, ©1 took: the uppeT berth, thinking' 1 would thus be out of the vay as
mach &8 possiblé of the ‘thred meft, ' There are no curtains, nor any. Privacy,
except that “each’compatyrent has its otn wash room, - Mae Gordon Alexander at
veridle Hi1) ‘had told ud of thig and seid that she found slacks wvery good for
travelin Thdis; s faet ¥ later foutd bo be true, and was glad L had mine handy.
The “Lupper berth doesn't have much spring in it, and just a little padding. We
had' no ‘pillows: or beddingy bub an aruy Planket apicce. 1t seemed irnvthe
nightthat The car'was leaping from one rail te another, sometimes trotting, @md
someimes doing the two-stép. And it got hotter and hotter. 1 was so thirsy

th {:- 11 '_‘."_ 1 . hi; s =l i £ e - o o o
trisB e} Teould think,of Va2 WeORRET flowing well back of She#te e

was to go to that welll
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‘meat e %ﬂmﬁ? h;‘kri;ﬂ owin a 5 Yeing dons wil
- pLoWE, 2O OONEE W SBVC & Peacock;’ once a orikely cavirting up'a tree, There .
wirk oountless wilte egrets; and dther Tomg Tegeed bivds, &%p’%m m;pmegt. thru
mountaing or ab least Poot hille} they e ‘Scmetimes- 9¥ the .ost : nt oran
red>cluy, biantiful ih comtyast te the Lydsht green plants and sometimes purplish
pocks on theme~ ' THE  trals dontinued to Stop Ht Treguent statiohs, the nicest ong
betog ot Licknow = MO resily tmpressed us, . At ong of the gtations ye watehsd
it ‘havedng-a nodsy’ a8 toowhe vowld pet Lo earry soms mego o
#hen we pwlled into Ho: the same thl:ai"hep aed} thres fellows v cirry
ourtimpedimenta® = the first got mst ‘6f It, ths decon! mniasing 6 get one puit
case onis head, and eirrisd letvin's bpief cese ih his hawd, The thivd. prabbed
the brief-case, from:the othewis hand; who.wds helpless batause he was balansing the
suitease-on his head, ‘Mervin seding thds, tock brief.case fiom ¢ thivd and
o B8aVg b Paek te the seconds v . We had seitt altelegr.m to Stuart Nelsen sbout
o~ QUr avrival, bub commmisation is slow and it -reached hers thres days after we did,
-89, thete was mo one lo meef us at Horwah, Felsons had been to the station thres
times in vaim, aud: that might had giiven us ups He-took & taxi, drivem by a bearded
« Wurbaned Sieh Indisn who understpod the addvessy Pnally - and we Fode through dinly
lighted boulevards which seemed algost deserted, - what with riots here mo one
goes out al gt = hat Sha ir'ow wasn't on yob that nighit,
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t aay wWe. tére he‘ré W
réﬁgs‘eﬁ‘b Qtua.x% Nelsan and the Unit at

Jﬂth - __ ﬁit - c ‘-as co_opﬂrbx_b. [T

_over zealous

o : XA )
sia made 15 ygm a.go, ;grf, o
ndit.ions for their children, There is

4opietisg widh ey did fo bridg boitter Sonditions for thelr children, Trore is
jbml:gt-o 'b'g‘ da% (An- 1 - ‘bgrb such potentialities,. This morninmg I
went.with Blance J.sop. ? t;[e n.nfqrmal school she was ful in starting
for, ¢hildren in a %s wm) .. Yesterday Meryin went to. the bustee where -
Joan cour‘t,,,:the England,. teaches midwifery and where she lives much: of
the time, ‘He_ came. 'baclg, saying the conditions theré exceeded all the horwrible..
desériptions he had heard, .But I'Ll tell you more later. . might add.that mg letter
andcthgrlettei'skervinandlm.glmtearemt d terial for queting.

In_ fact,.Barbara. Elti.anasr tﬁnt.-w. “to onr families-that
they should be ke fairly well within the families. Various experiences with. an

have ‘made folks rathexr cereful. One instance . must tell you,

" which Blaunce: glsqn told'me,.... - Stuart lelson had -come home from a speaking tour

with a RBed Cross. package; Lk#’) Paskbel for, recuperating soldiers, He had run-out
of shaving cream and. seme; friend h,d given him this, which conbained whol he needed
alopg with, something else in the way of toilet.goodss.Blanehe notided when he un-
packed and asked where je found ite He told her and said that Gandhi, who was in
the coﬂmmi whexe this bappened, bhad wished for one fooo, but there were mo more
left, .. Somt;m later Mae Goprden Alexander was going to 2 place where Gandhi
vould be, and remembering. the story- she ‘decided o take him a kit., She must not

- bavesxamined. ivs contentss Alrany rabe, wbhen she gbe it to Gandhi, newsmen:were

€

o

banging about somewhere.) Gandii, gccording to them févmd in.his kit, playing
cardss cigerettes and 2 hair-combs /They wrobte it up iwm'the india papeps, UiS. papers

picked it ups and even radio-comemtators thoughtra goed tidbit - that.Friends Servie

Undd,incindia- showld presént-Gandhi with.such a parcel,~ The first they knew about
ii-at. 1 Upper Wood 6t was a eable frcm Phula,. "rlease refute giving: cigprettea I
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1otters w11 be shorter, and come oi‘tpr, Hﬁpe M 2t L—«,
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Calcutta,India September 2,1947. Tuesday mornin

My deara.I' e y
'm'in the mood te¢ lte you again, even if I dld just
disturbances have continued; to some extent they have, but the ex-
ceddingly heavy rain which hasg flooddd Calcutta has slowed down -
thinge drastically, which whll give the authorities time to try to '
get the situation in hand. Algo thds morning's paper says Gandhi """
started a fast last night which is to continue until "Calcutta g
regaing 1ts sanity". Trucks may be seen wrecked in the street,
rickshaws mashed, and some shops are burning (so Barbara Pittenger
reported after go.’mg after one of the helpers this morning). One
man tells the story thay lmnning the tram got to the end of the
line - the conductor told “to get off (he was seated in the back)
they found ne was dead of a stabbing wound. Men rush inte nomes and =
shoot indiseriminately. As Barbara and the others riding in the jeep
came to a corner, a solder raised his gun and polnted at somtheing gg
beyond them so that they had to "run the gauntlet" hoping for the bel &)
It seems the Unit may be getting into some more ambulance work if the
thing keeps on. {
Now for the story of my Jeep ride this morning which was
not past guns but through lakes of water. Gasoline is "petrol" here
and 1it ig rationed. This morning I was asked if I would drive the,
Jeep to the ration office to get the Sept. coupona. The streets w‘
rivers, with ripples and waves, the water not far below the floor o
the car. When I finally got to the place which had been described to
. me as the Ration Office, it wasn't there. I went on through more riv-
ers, stopping to asking frequently "petrol rations"? and all but one
man (they were wading in water to their knees) understood me enough to
point on down the road. Just as I was about to reach the'place pointed
to, there appeared a deep but unavoidable place - gurgle, gurgle came
the water up through the floor of the jeep and around my feet and the
engine died what I thought was a watery death! I toock off my sandals
and got out in water almost to my hips - men began to collect - more
Indian men wading - and began pushing the Jeep back and around into 5
a less deep area. To my amazement, I tried the engine and it starte?
What a wonderful thing 1s a jeep = I had fully expected to have to
wade home and send someone in the truck after it. On tle way
back I found at the filling station that the £i1iing station(ratio
I had been looking for was moved fluring the last week to an en-
tirely different part of town - so on I plowed, or eather churned
and finally got to the right place - got the coupons - and got
home again - but passing many stalled cars along the way.
The lawn of this place is under water completely. As
you know the kitchen is a separate buillding and the "bearers"
who go barefooted all the time anyway, wade through water to
bring the food to the Dining Room. On the other side I will
make a floor plan off this house to help you picture 1its
arrangement. Although there have been fréquent rains, this
high water mark is not the usual ococurance, they say. It 1is
still raining, but a gentle one at present. '
Probably the gladioll are blooming now - I hope they
d1d well. Are you remembering that a year ago now we were all
at Sharbot Lake? What a lot has happened since then! Marty,
thee can tell Dottie when thee sees her, that my striped dress
which ghe ironed so painstakingly that night at your house, and
folded in such a nice fashion for packing, came all the way to
Calcutta like that - for it was too cold in London to wear any
think but wool (I thought). When I put in on to go out one
ilay,, tlflerg :;ra all the plalits carefully pinned and the dress
n perfec ape after 1its journey. The sticky we
makes changing clothes necessary often, and Icmygetﬂﬁgran
Ingia? fallor to make another wash dress for me soon from
material I brought. The charge for making amounts to about $3,










"”“bgnlutely necessary.
>ing on upstalrs in this
a1l ting room a.ml

n 1mtional gﬁeup meets, the
JlIka aardknes - now we hope

- problem by having one less

ed by taking a bedroom in a
ging emergency develops here.
eeds tuaing, but otherwise is
ed upstairs and tunad. 45tuart Wrigh

will not stay any longer the

There 15 quite a r
house juat naw.Qg
a bedr n L
Tt was urgently needed - v
55 or more young people are pac
goon to spread out. It does ma
bedroom, which may have to be r
neighboring house when the next
There is a plano downstairs whi
fairly good. We will have 1t mc
plays very well, as does Gladys

Recently I attended
his friends in for tea and a ¢
record player (grammaphone, as
he played which was new to me, -
recorded by the B.B.6. Symphon
gseries of compositions about
known about it already. If no
must be at least six records o
count. This person is a tall
- you meet among the young peopl
is Vice-president of the Grama
puts on a two hour program eve
he came for the first time las
to introduce the records we played for that meeting.

I've ‘been riding K Init (ladies) bicycle quite a bit lat
lately to get errands done. Jeeps are not always free to use, and
trams are usually crowded. It fa the easiest bicycle to push around
Itve ever used, and makes me think thee was fortunate to sell thy bi-
- eycle, which takes twice as much energy to push as this one - and if
the time ever comes when thee should need one again, thee should t
one of this sort. I like the hand brakes too, in fact, it seems they
are necessary in Calcutta traffic, for they are quick, and belleve
- me, one has to doo;a :;_mﬁ_@? that with dex @ritya Tha Curtis

brought their bicyeles w otore from the U.S. - at their
own expense - buf they rather tééﬁﬂloieit was a mtstake for it
was very expensive to bring them -‘and any repalr parts ‘6T new
tires would have to ‘be. Bﬂnbﬁﬂﬁr Iﬁ»ﬁh€”§.$v<w1th a wait ‘of six
months for them. * LR Rl IgoRst M T
- -~ A letter: oaﬁ¢u¥C§tor&a$5fibﬁEEsﬂher”Farqdhar -~ ghe 1s

;aharing ‘Roge Wright's apartment now. She said Fréd Reeve was
Clerk jof the meeting, ‘Sumner Mills Ass Q“Clﬁfk and Robina contial
continues as Recording Clerk, John Tﬁdaa.v- “A ‘letter from
the Lederers sald Peter was gﬁbttmgﬁa&yvﬁo ‘go to Chicago .~ they
‘had been East for -a vacation visit -=Clarence E. had been to
Palestine and backl -Also'a nice note f?um"Ding with a birth
announcement of (Glydes ;¢ wempe JAS . pesd
16 - And now, emmwmmmd s how a.re things in good
old Earlham? I've. thought of thee ‘often, and wondered what has
been - thy -decision about courses - what 1s the room mate situat-
ion, etc. :Also thee hasnﬁt'ﬂbntionedaJaok ‘Baily all summer - -
and I wondered if thee had any word from him. Thee mentioned

the invitation from Ray in N.. England. - wa are things golng with
him?  Uncle Gheatgr wrote that the ‘were ‘inviting thee and

John Nicholson - and -Bertha May desﬁh !or-Thanksgiving'?acation,
which sounds rather nice, doesn't '1t? " Uncle Chester wrote that
he had sent the last and final payment to Uncle John of the
refund on the loan.. I'm g6 glad that 4s aetbied now and can ‘be
off evaryone'a mind for all time to come.

It's time for me to leavd for school now - and I
must close this - with oceans of love from thy

7ﬂuau£uzf

one here calls :HW e ¢
"The Planets" by Custave
‘and I liked it imme
fferent planets = i}'_:;
try to hear it t. .

velve sides, tho I didn't actual

7ish person, who like most everyone
opes some day to go to America. He
ne Society, an organizations which
week in a hall for music lovers, an
at. to the International group ntg.




8 wdo:pum I called on the Mother
or at Batholic College near here to
&ﬁmaﬁwﬂ to§end some students to our
hering of girls.. We hope to have all
eges represented. This Mother Sup-
_pleasant, sald she came originally
ynd. The bulldings and gounds
lent: candition - somekhing
tes with special pleasure when
3 asionally find a Homwwq clean -
.K ﬂ .HB.OG. :
~gounds as though thee was wmdpam a
umma»um 1life at Earlham. The
h& ewart lake must have been vey
nd worth while. In thy first
ote about a walk with Ray, mbﬂ
d# umow.msnmoﬁaw _

mnamﬁﬂo say tha
_apo keep some tim free
.C g thee might get to
erestin

H.HH ake a ooHHmmm oosumm or
ae thee written Roxana? She psdaﬂmm
naa,m Hﬂupps wedding last Sunday. It was
ng of a friend and neighbor, and
@ u«a ki ‘wedding to me. It's
q , ﬂa I couldn't

ory of aﬁa
mﬂqﬁma now wwﬂwwd

quite a walk
ee of them)

3 : mw |
thy picture, and Stuart
if I had any "bables




another visit with you by
now and I am seated at i

actually ggtting the habit of lool war Ny
jam at 4:30) Gladys Elphick and I are going '
an Inddan lady at the other end of the city who has hac some corre
pondance with Emma Cadbury about Quakers, and now che wants to mee
some persbn;l]eg F : WAL

_ ather has had instructions to two hours of rest a
day, because he came home from Delhl last m day with Amoeblc Dysen-
tery, something which is very common in India and the Orient, tho it
did break out in Chicago dur and is due to lack
of sanitation. p > may take in

et -

ey e e g

-orreot r'x'd athar .‘:no go -~ ac temoon for
some injections, is to eat a strict dlet, and to rest 2 hours each day
and eliminate energetic activity from his plans during the period of

treatment.

His last trip to Delhi was very trying in many ways. There
was the evidence of the riots which had btroken out Jjust after Father
left the firat time. There were the re e camps with their depress-
ing spectacle of forlorn people, snd therd was the frustration of the
Unit group there not having made as much progrees as they had hoped
in getting a gresra gtarted for their relief work. Horace Alexander
has congiderable reu?onlibilitr thorl' and ae you know he 1s an English
Friend of years and "a weighty Friend" - in fact he spoke briefly at
Stuart and Marty's G.S. commencement, in response to George Walton's
requegt. He is a remarkable man, and is mak an. contribution to the
Unit work in Delhi that no other person could , becaugse of his
knowledge of India and his contacts with influential govt. men. ,But
Horace is sometimes childish, and has temper tantrums, and he g:nds
money lavi and without much attentlon to details =fRll of ch

there with Horace and the athers, Father brought out the matter of
insurance on cars wWith Horape had bought, it seemed to touch a spark
and Horace "exploded" with a withering tirade, and sald that after all
the Delhi unit was independent, and need not be responeible %o Calcutta.
That wes his own desire, rather than fact, - and Father came home feel~
ing low smotionally as well as physically. Horace has been known to
have such outbursts before, so that it isn't particularly aimed at
Father, but it does indlcate that the Delhl Uni%, or gub=lnit will need
ffequent visitation, and it will be Father's job to do it. Algo there
will be needed as muc¢h correspondance as poesible, and duplicate re-
ports sent back and forth to keep the machinery running smoothly.
Father got home Tuesday afternoon. It was gecond time I
tried to meet him at the train - but the Howrah statlon is so big and so
confusing, what*with trains coming in %two hours late and no one seems
to be able to inform you with the same information as to when the train
is coming, or on which track, and so for the decond time I misgsed him
and came home alone. I've decided to give up meeting traing ! Thatl
night we had a Unit meeting - they had been waiting or Father's return
to have the business meeting. There was the report of the trip %e
Delhi and then the Job of 2 id. _ﬁhgi¥qu1q be gent from the proup here
to Delhii and the Punjab in general. was an extremely difficul
decision - projects here will suffer by pulling out people who have
been working on them, for emergency work. This meeting exceeded the
one .n length at which Father was elected Unit Leader, and we finlighed
at 1:10 A.l. There was not the division of opinion at thls meeting
which had been evident when we first arrived - but there woe a thorough
remiew of the gituation before deeiding, which takes time. It wes
not really until after the second meeting the next afternoon thet 1t
wae decided to send Stuart and Pesgy Wright - Stuart to the Punlab and
Pe to Delhi. Algo Norman Fenn arrived PAA from London last week
and ieg working fererishly on the Jnit transport to get it ready, at
least a truck and a Jeep, to be taken up to the Funjab. Bob Pitienger
writes a very forboding letter of condltions arcund Amritser and
Lahore. In addition to the millions of wandering refugees there has
been a fldod reported to be the worst in 40 years. It is North India
there and the nights are cool, and are sxpected %to get frosty a little
\ater. The fear, cold, hunger, and illness that is thdre and sgeems
bound to increase makes a very hopeless prospect for the winter ahead.
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o r1iday Blanche . on o8 & or U.S. and ook ,the et
school children in the truck out to the pier fo see the boat and to te
her good bye. There were 18 excited litile girls and 5 adults, and ouryy
driver was o Unit friend, Racaal Choudheri, who I asked because he was
familiar with the road. We stopped for a wbridge to be let down, =¥
and f£inally the long line of traffic started moving again. Racaal iﬁ‘l
lo0ge the hand brake to start the truck goirg, but 1% coasted back a 4&

1little first, dameging the wheel of a rickshaw in back of us. It was
between us and the truck behind and couldn't get out of the way fast
enough. In the ricBshaw was a fair skinned, curly headed young man wi
very friendly blue eyes., I consulted with him and the rickshaw driver
about the demage, gave the driver, or rather puller,my card which has
AmeriocanF riends Service Comm. in the corner. ¥American?® he asked,
the rider; I mean, for the rickshaw man couldn't speak me;liahg Yes",

I replied, "and you?' "Canadian" he replied. He was & gallor bound _r
for his boat, s0 we took him in the ¢ to his destination, and then [
on the the "Bucyrus Victory® which was being loaded with carge even as
we cautiously ascended the steeg ramp to 1t's deck. Blanche has a
cabin bunk which is one of e , to be occupled by some women and

S, S gt ol fy ey, 4

that no place appeared for Blanche to repose in her deck chair - but (d
no douht that may be changed as they Tinished loading. Waiting to be ‘f
taken on were cages containing 380 monkeys, destined for Boston fthat =
is where Blanche will lsnd) = the monkeys to be used for experiments
in Infantile Paralysis. That were chattering nolsily, and elutching at
the fliez which hovered about. One felt sorry for them with their \
gerious, almost human faces, and wondered how many of them would sur-
vive the long journey, 32 days, in théir crowded cages. =
The children had an exciting time being shown over the boal S
and after saying their pood byes we were off for home. Jugt after they
all unloaded, we found we had a flat tirel Racaal looked after the .
tire while I walked home with Roxanna, and flnally home myeelf - feelingy
rather exhausted. By the way, Roxanna eald she wrote thee, Caroline, - _)
d1d thee get her letter? She had expected to be on her way to Karachl ‘ﬁ
by plane by now, but the trip is delayed for perhaps a couple of months, M
which pleases me, for she is invaluable %o our school project, and beside
I'm extremely fond of her. I Juast wigh you could know each other per-

sonally.

One recent Sunday was egpeclally full. Gladys, Babbara Pi"st—1
enger and I went with gome Indian people for a ride from &F:00%o 2100 #
in the morning. Among other things we made & quicy trip to the zoo <
which is large and a fascinating place which I hope to have time to vi- )
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git with Fgther sosmtime. From 9:30 to 10:30, Meeting for Worshilp
here at Wood 8t, but it was may day to teach the two Jittle boys in a
"Firgt Day School clage®. Immediately after dinner I gathered up the
teachere in the jeep for a teacher's meeting - later took +them home,
and got back to Wood St. in time to sit in on the Poetry Club which was
litteneing tc one of the Univ. profs. lecture on Hindi poetry.

The tea bell has rung - so I'll finish this tonight. e

d
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d enother page or so. One
tter came from Caroline

y to. Caroline, thee

1 Aug. '46 the Unit did
there were very few organized
p by the thousands. Since
being which took care of
nit, whose vehicles are not
ws in Calcutta in Sept. this
go. What the Unit did do

rt a commwmity project in
uslirls and their homes badly
lived somewhat in work

, inviting former Hindu
slping clear the debris and
ce between people, end also
operty to Hindus. Vernea

is now drawing to a close
for similiar work in another

can get practically
yesterday and today
asked what did we ac
& good deal in the v
to do such work and .d and wc
that time at least four embulance

the work this year fairly adeq ly
eqiipped properly for ambulance worl

year were very small in comparison t¢
this year, in cooperation with other
ah aree where Hindus had oneé lived, but
demaged. The group were loaned a house in wk
camp style. From this center they moved abo o
residents to return and encouraging the n rs to join i
repair homes. Not the least of the jobs was o resore conf
to act as & go be-tween whereby Muslims could return looted
Curtis was the able Unit representative in that project, v
end it is being considered as to whether there is an openin
seotion of Calcutta. : i

Varty, thee asked for en explaination about the "bean" I enclosed in my
letter. Did thee try pukling out the little white stem, 'did thee find a tiny ivory
elephent inside? Caroline, I'l1l enclose one of those in thi 5 letter to thee. They are a
sort of curiosity which are very inexpensive - two annas or beents eachs You can get
them with two, four, sgfz, fifty, or one hundred elephants all in this one size bean. I
didn't get the more numerous ones because I felt so sorry fe} whoever had to strain eye-
sight to meke such infinitesmal objects. I suspect they worked under a magnifying glasse

Thee mentions, Caroline, feeling & sense of s_n.yisfa.ction and benefit from
the period of morning meditation. I hadn't known about this, but did kmow thee has been
searching for answers to many questions in thy mind, end f equently I have thought about
something I was readimg, "I think Caroline might find this helpful - I wonder if she has
seen it." One of those is "A Guide to True Peace" or (The E legcy of Inward an
Spiriﬂu&l mwﬂ). ; 1led chiefly fre :....:_ S e - . R A 3 — v ;‘_..: o I , ino:
Tt is published in association with Pendle Hill by Herper Brose and has an introduction
by Howard Brinton. Parts of it are worth reading over many times. Also "Reality of the
Spirituael World" by Thomas Kelly and "Ouf Hearts Are Restless" by Gilbert Kilpack, both
Pendle Hill phemplets. We have morning meditation here from 7: 30 to 8:00 which I too
find very helpful.

Varty, thee mentioned in one of thy letters thet thee felt you at home were
not doing work of such signifigenve as that of foreign work - but I have always felt that
work in one's home and community is equally importemt and perhaps more difficult because
of the many responsibilities end distractions which seem to get in the way of one doing
all the things that are important to spiritual growth. So many people here, particularly
the young people, look to U.S. as the place of their heart's desire, and I feel like send-
ing an SOS back home to hurry end make it the place these people think it is. I must
confess, tho, there are others who uneasy sbout U.S. and feel it's interest in Indie could
easily be with the same interest in economic geins that Britein had, end I've heard some
pretty harsh words about American sovernment men and their ways. C(ne feels that it is
hardly possible to build bridges of understanding fast enough in this troubled world.

o more word from Father, except a telegram to Russ Curtis this morning
from Delhi signed by "Palmer" which would seem to indicate that he is still in Delhi.
telegram concerned tranaport end personnel.

One of the men who has been coming here lately wishing to know about Friends
brought a friend of his to also be told the other evening. The friend proved to be quite
o character =-,a native of Calcutta who is just out of the British army where he served
for seven years, and has come back with a very British accent, and experience in many
countries in Furope and sufficient language to be interpreter in the “igh Court here in
caleutta. He loves to tell storys in a most dramatic fashion, and I must say the stories
‘g he told of his army life were of & different sort than one usuaelly nears at this place.

3 These two men expect to came back tomorrow evening to a regding end discussion group, on
? '] some aspect of Quakerism. Also expecting to come is the Irish policeman, Sargent IHalligen,
g}{ (who loves to talk endlessly, V'r. Henson (English, and also quite a telker) and our

: s - . - . X - f b’ 7
eccentric Hindu friend, Ir. Biswas. Gladys being away T'll have to manage elone. Viell, we!
Rorodi § Lowa - o — See.
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pe Wi £ _ 1; tters too, since it will mean
telling of his train journey cond class cor nent,
had all to himself, end part of the time shared with twen A compartment is

normally planned to sight comforta with four be or overnight travel. Near
Delhi he 'saw evide: f recent flood damap : - tracks hung like hammocks
where dirt had been waghed dut from wnderneath - new trac re be laid. As yet the
jedp, truck end lors and motorcycle sent by train had reached their destinatione
Norman Fenn and Bob Pittenger were waiting impatiently in Delhi for the transport to

arrive so they could drive them back into the Punjab ares mewr Hahore and Amritzer,

where they are workings The Delhi-Punjeb section of the Unity which is now larger than
the main body in utta, has been housed in a rather luxupic Mlemdw
but now they are moving irto & hostel for government woikerss rather writes that more
will be going into Punjab, so that only a few will remsin st Delhi to act as administ-
ration officerss F also wrote that plsmes roared ovel Z,. he house every merning at

dawn - and it was his wmderstanding that they were taking so. diers to Kaghmir where there
are serious disturbanees which it is feared could bréak ouf into real war. Father was
considering riding to the Puwajeb with Normen and Bob, to see for himgelf the situation
there and if I don't ‘hear from him for a while I will conclude that is ¥hat he is doing.
e sald he might be away for two weeks or even a month - he had no idea & nob he said,
that he wanted to stay away" - but being responsible for Unit activities makes it ad-
visable for his to see the problems personally. g

On Saturday Novel, Gladys Elphick, Barbara Pittenger, end Neil Johnson
left for a place inuAssam, in the north, where there is to be a large colleetion of arts
and orafts from all the surrounding villagess It is apart from city life and they will
see the true Indian custom area, and they expect to take hikes into the hills
tock sweaters and blar d plenty of X raticns, not laioy wt kind of food sit-
vation they will get intos I took the three of them in the jesp, not to Howrah Station,
but SealBiah Station (on Lower Circular Roed, Stuart) aund you would laughto see them
wedged in between bed rodls, bags, boxes, and suitcases wnitl you could scarcely see
peoples Berbara said she was surprised they didn't decide to take their bicycles!

They will be gone for about ten days.

Yow Florence Large and Satya Chatterje (Indian Unit member whose name is
pronownced kike "Shato" have left for Bombay to represent the Unit at the All India
Social Workers conference, snd they won't be back for about ten dayse I had a chance
to go to this, bur thought Florence was more directly involved in sobial work, and
besides, someone needs to be here at the Centre, especially with so many away. They
are about four or five of us at meals lately. A number ofpppople have been drifting
in lately to talk, mostly out of curiosity. They ask all kinds of questions about
what we are doing here, what are Quakers, etc.ctce Some of these have come as & result
of the notice recently put i n the church column in the Saturday paper as a sort of
experiment. The news of the Nobel prize award came &s & great surprise when we read
it in Sunday morning's paper. Ve wonder about the decision and on what basis it was
made., Several people in India thought Gandhi was likely to be given the award, and the
conversation et table Sunday by the Bengalis ebout the subject made one a little
emberrassed to witness their disappointments Possibly the fact that Gendhi's efforts
towards peace were within national limits rather tThan intemational influenced the .
decisions

Vre Biswas, the teacher who took Gladys and me to see the Puja shrines
came last Saturday to telk and show some poetry he had written. He was pathetically
eager to have it appreciated by someone, as was Mr. Valinet who once came over to the
Efroymson house with peoms he wanted us to read, and each man's poetry was of about the
same amatewr concoctione Mre Biswas seid he hoped the next time I came to his house
I would be wearing a saril I do want to get one, tho I know that draped efifect will
meke me look & foot tallers Then Mr. Paul (the nephew of ¥r. Das) came Sunday afternoon




~ for & oall -(Pather vedng in Delhi - I dt.dihhnor:%md
the evenings He was very curious to lnow what kind o
table, and remarked ' that we seemed to have P
There always has to be & variety of foods prepared to take oan
different kinds of guests. All Hindus, s I wnderstand it, ar

' pese dishes when the rest

of the Unit members are also. That means ' have egg -.m.l 3
of us have meats For the Bengalis, it means ng rice and dal and cwrried vegetables
to heap over the rices So when JMre Paul came to supper, arers assumed he would
have no meet, (he is a Hindu) and brought him an e palized. he was disappointed
at not having a chance to try the meat and vegeta digsh we were having - so asked
that he be given some. Apparently his Hindu religion does not prevent him from experi-
mentings He told me about all his responsibilities as oldest in the family, whose father
desarted the family long ago, so Mr. Das in Indimnepolis told me, and Robindra Paul now
acts as the head of the houscholds It is his job to arrange merriages for his sisters
and three of them have been married, apparently satisfactorilys I asked him if he com=-
sulted the horoscope before deciding on husbends for his sisters (you imow that has been
a long established custom in India end conscientious parents walted until the horoscopes
of the two people concermed seemed to aggee in most of the points before they would agree
to a marriage.) Wr. Paul said he had given up g atten to horoschpes because

it meant waiting so long before the right men came along, end due to economic pressure he
had to get his sisters married of¥: He has a pathetic idea that America kmows how to do
everything end India nothings I showed him the beautifiul brags vase Father brought me
from Delhi, and the lovely hand carved knitting bag handlee I got which came from Keshmlr
and explained to him that India could produce beatuful things made by hand that no
American ever has dones Indian hands are delicatdy constructed end can fashion lovely

thing..

Today Issac Sironomi came for a visit. It is college vacation time so Isaac
could spend some time talking. He is a year yownger than Careline, comes from South India
and his native language is Tamil but he speaks English with very little accent (listening
to Mre Paul is a great strain because of his accent)s Isaac's father is something or
interest in religion and is hoping to get a chanwe to enter Uniom Theological Seminary in
N.Y. He is active in the Intemational group, hence I have ocossion to talk with hinm
frequently snd to get well acghainteds Today he brought a sweater he had just finished
knitting for a friedd - shades of Bill Phillipsi It was besutifully donme. Te said he
took wp knitting in the riots last year - when everyone had to stay in their homes for
days for fesr of being killede He is very modern in much of his thinking, yet today I
{ could tell from his bright red tongue that he must chew pan just like a few million other
Q?) Indians.

- el

This evening Sidney Stray and his room mate Edward Morrissy have come to enjoy
2 thempelves. They are frequent visitors and are almost like one of the Unit. Sidnoy is
BEaglishy with a fumy Yorkshire aceent, and is am mccowntant for the Caloutta tremweys.
Bdward Morrisssy is from Ireland and is an optometrist here. Sidney is now picking out
favorite songs on the piano while Edward pores over periodieals in our magazdne racke.
Phyllis Short and sone Michael have been here for a week but have now joined f{riends
iving not far awgy. Phyllis is wife of Joe Short, New Zealander who is working in
experimental farming at Tagore's school, Santineketen, They are a young couple and of the
nicest kind of people who hace been sent to Inflia by the Friends Service Council for the
sort of thing they are doing. Previously Joe had worked in the famous Kew Botemnical
} Gardens near London. Phyllis was born in Chine of missionary parents who retwmed to
England when she was six, so she is very English and very wholesome and sweet spirited.
_ Their son is now thirteen menths old, and the newest member of the family is expected
about next Swnday or later. If they have trouble getting a taxi in the night, they are
ié to ring us here and we'll see that the jeep is put to good use in a trip to the hospital.

X G

I took all the baby eqhipment, bed, etec. in the truck over to their new address yester-
£ 4 daye It was the first time I had driven the truck since taking my driver's test with it
and somehow I had felt hesitant about actually taking it out alone. Now that I've done
it once, I guess I won't feel that way again.

. A letter from Aunt Frances tells & little more of Grandma's situatiom, but as far
a8 I know she is getting along satisfactorily, Caroline, I think thee missed the pews
%i that Grandma had & malignang growth removed from her breast which the doctor said had to be

done immediately. I'm anxious for more news of here I'll send this along with deepest love,



1l Upper Wood 8t., Calecutta, India November 15th, '4%7

This is a beautiful Sunday afternoon. The climate is per-
fect, g&oaaantly warm by day so that thin summer thes are gtill us-~
able, but cool enough at night for a jacket, ahd a blanket at bedtime.

In varlous flower beds over the city little plants have been gset out as
we would do in May at home, so that from Christmas on there should be

a nice variety of flowers. The gardners use féw tools but seem to
achieve about the same results we might at home with all the gadgets.

I can't gay that applies to the farmers too - althe the crude, ancient
plow they use perhaps fits their tiny fields better than a tractor.

Mervin has been in the Delhi - Punjab area for almost three
weeks now and likely won't be back for another two weeks. Leslie Cross
is an English Unit member who has been in India for five years. He and
his wife Kathleen have been on extended leave to England and U.S. - are
now Just returned to England before retutning to In for further ser-
vice. The Delhi sub%unit needs leadersghip, and a cablegram was sent to
London %to please fly Leslie to Delhi to be leader there, Kathleen to
follow by boat with the baggage! If London and Leslie agree to this,
and 1t seems likely they will, Leslie ghould be in Delhi in two weeks
and Mervin can turn matters over to him.

Gordon Muirhead, Unit member working with the Red Cross, Jjust
flew back from Delhi day before yesterday, bringing with him a letter
which Mervin had written to me that morning. It was good to have so new
a letter - even air mail from Delhi to Calcutta takes two to three days.
Gordon reported that Mervin seemed to be in good which I was glad
to hear. I had sent up a letter by Gordon when he flew to Belhi a week
ago, for Mervin, but he forgot to deliver it. The night before he left,
(he and Mervin were sharing a room) Gordon decided to read his book a
1ittle and on opening it, my undelivered letter dropped out - and it was
then that MﬁrviganAQ xod.why h: Eadn': any word from me!

erv made one trip into th g&m;l. r*n e camp area
in the North and was expecting to Eake ang%ﬁer 8 week. ey went to
Kurall Camp, 40 mileg N.E. of Ambala and the team, including Bob Pitten-
ger MD, innoculated 1050 people with small gg: vaccine, gave medicines
to 800, and served a cup of milk to 1,200 ( milk powder being supplied
by missionaries there). The camp had about 20,000 people, lorvfﬁ writes,
*many of them looking like gkeletons because of lack of food in suffi-
cient quantity for the last two months. They were dying at about the
rage of a thousanf a week, 1t was estimated. Many of them resembled the
plctures of those in the Bengal famine or the German concentration camps.
They gladly submitted to vaccination in order to get their cup of milk."
Gordon explained that congiderable deaths were due to disease as well
as hunger because of the lack of any kind of sanitation. Mervin says
powdered milk is an urgent necessity, yet it is difficult to get.

Another one of the oritical shortages is in transport, and
petrol, which has been rationed all along, and this month in Calcutta the
amoufif allowed is exactly half of that normally given. The nit here
has suddenly found the petrol coupons almost running out, and the month
Jugt half over. Soon there will be a waiting list for blcycles! Before
this rude awakening, we had bligsfully taken a ride about Calcutta in the
truck on the evwning of the 12th to see the lovely "festival of lights"
which is one of thelr many pujas or religious customs and is always made
a holiday. All over the city, on every house, large or small, and every
large store or small hole in the wall shop were many lights, either
candle, or little shallow earthenware dishes filled with some kind of
0il and a wick giving off a cheerful yellow light; these were placed a
foo® apart on verandahs, window sills, railings, angything that would hold
them. The nights are always so still and the lack of breeze allowed the
lights to burn with scarcely a flicker. When we returned to 1 Upper
Wood 8t. we found the “"durwan" (night watchman) had place a row of little
0il lights on each side of the entrance gate. I found three candles we
had in our trunk brought from home and put them in our window sill on
the front slde of tkre house. We were told this was the first good "divall
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our good Unit friend Mr. wdhury point
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movie houses, each with huge signs mu'!.ng the front of the houses
and letters as h as a man uy!.nf "SEE BLOODY INDIA®. The comment of the
local paper was "see how the U.3. ls making money out of our migery"
Also a new friend of the Unit's - Mr. Bratachar)e - a Irﬂ mm-:’n and
ﬁ;:ug;::%rp::nr?. 'ngntiﬁm to me, "Ilnuu‘.' confo%l“ m getting a new im-
press ericans owing . SUPPO B¢  were a
American who were here o ﬂ::‘ 8a

the

the A, soldiers were here she wasn't allowed the free on gtre- e
is now, and that some soldiers who made friends with their Anglo-Indian
neighbors got drunk and carried on through the night keepingthem all
awake and them feel pretty bitter. So of courge 1t is necessary %o
try to explain t many kindg of Americans %too.

RO rmsdlrcmmthavomm.amn'vmagomrkat
Pipha, at leasgt started to the eztent of studying mﬁ « their language
at preasent being Hindugtanl which they have uged in B « They were ex-
tremely helpful at the méeting of the International group we had last Sat.
with their accordian and banjo while we sang together such songs as Oh
Susanna, and She'll be Gomin Round the Mountaln When the Comesl We didn't
know Af the group would know Western songs - but most of them did - another
result of the American army, they sald. Thomas punnyf and his Chinese |
friends gave some very interesting Chinege mualie, and a Mr. Aql Aql from
Palestine sang some lovely Arabian music. T learned recently that Sally's
mother does oaricatures for publication, such as in the Posgt, and has
made covers for Colliersg, but is now busy 111ustrating books. She goes
under her maiden name of Anita Parkhurst. Sally'se father bullds houses
and ghe inherited both talents - handles tools with skill and 1g an expert
woot and metal worker and good at sketeching. (From an aluminum airplane
wing which had been digcarded ghe made a set of hammered aluminum dishes for
her mother). Roger's home is not very far from the Cooperatown area, and
he likewise has various skills, so it will be interesting to_see what
happens out at Pipha in the next year. An interegting item Sally told me
was that her younger sister had made a md gochool record and was offered
a scholarship at Swarthmore. At that t negroes were not allowed to go
there, and the sister refusfed to enter because of that. Subsequently,
gwarthmore decided to let down the Narriers o some extent - but the sis-
ter had already started in another college.

Phyllis Short has a beautiful baby boy named Murry. We took her %o
the hospital in the Unit truck at about 9:00 in the evenini and at 1:30 the
baby arrived, so we heard next morning. I went next day on the biecycle



to see mother and som, the baby we _ »side the mother's

bed, which I suppose 1sn fic t to
::othuto mg- = mnd and
strong -~ mother beamdl ' : right up.
She told me that the ! was overflowing Aﬁﬁ?
delivery room was shared by two at once, the f back and
forth between the twe patients. m:{m- would have been pleaged with a
girl, since the peady had Michael, but was happy wi er boy. A few
minutes later the other baby was born to the & youg woman.
It was & the ther wailed "I sant it - I don't want
it'. Gir 8 many Indian f f}i.:.
Cl=-

The nurges wear
to eat, so,7e take Dbre

After meeting t
chapter aloud from Rufu
read I hearda clatter,
and knew my little
eno - they came
. uom ' . I mni
a sesgsion with some

possibly a mile from this place to thelr homes. Or of girls
had baby brother on her hip, as go often iz the case. tng !:u see
little grls not much more than bables themselves caPrying a 1ittle one
on the hip ( astrgddle - you know i
Last Monday Mr. Chaudh took Hugh Seeds (from EAgland) and
myself to hear a fi Indian singer who was ﬁv 3 80 tongs a e
home of a friend near here. FHe studled musin Germany and Italy, has
written books of po , and books about his travel and the famous people
?ﬂ has known. Now he has returned to India and has Jo red an ashram in
"-:A'.T__._- 7t yello Ar aalfror ™ I 1 {rions v rle here
and sings only religious music., In this home, which was large and well
kept, but very ply furnished as are most Indian homes, We gat on the
floor of a la room - the women on one side and the on the other.
The singer, Dilip Ral, sat squatted neat the center layed the
harmonium fwhiah gsounds like the old organs at home as he sang
while accompanied by the tabla which is an Indian drum &!:nd with the
fingers and hands only - the player likewise geated on floor., Our
shoes or sandals had been left in the other room and white coverings had
peen spread for us to sit on. Our host and hostess were such frien
;{oople, g0 easy %o talk to, Just like one's friends at home. They had a
1ttle three year old boy who sat on my lap for a 1ittle while talked
to me in Behgali. His mother explained that he was asking if I was his
auntie. We were introduced to a maharaja who is gupposed to be fabulaus-
1y wealthy. Instead of ornate a pel and Jeweled headgear, he was wear-
ing the simple white ghirt and ti everyman wears on the gtreet, and
talked in friendly and easy fashion. Likewise Dilip Ral was & wam
personality and not the queer sort of person one might expect, knowing
of the life he had chosen., We dlscovered he 1s a cousin of gome girls we
had already kneen here in Caloutta and he had one of them sit clost to
him while he sang. His voice is rioh and very pleasing, and altho I
haven't learned to get as much enjoyment from Indian music as that more
familiar to me, he made it easier to listen to than any previously heard.
Mr. éhaudhury loves to arrange things and do for people - sO
he, knowing Dilip Rai, asked him for a date to come to the Unit and sing
for our f¥Pandg. It ig set that he will come next Yednesday, and we
Gladys and I, have been very ocoupied getting out invitations %to the
gathering. This sort of occaslon, Mr. Choudhury says, is one to which
the Consulate Generals should be invited, so the Chinesg, French, and
American are being invited. Some will bring their friends and we rather
expect there will be the largest number of people here ever agsembled at
once - but then we ghall see. Dilip Ral sang for Gandhi, Lord and Lady
Mountbatten, and at Government House here in Calcutta.
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r is definitely cooler, and I shall have to get out my Initted
ays still warme Another letter from Nervin tells of busy days
North. He had mctually seen an elephent carrying six men
ng ever since we left home that ws were coming to India
to see the elephants - but so far hadn't realized this hope. Nervin says camels are
also to be seen in the Punjab. They never are used in this
the trees outside ou¥ office windows, beautifhl green birds whi
cousin to & parrot, but gre slimmer. I saw & stray monkey on the street the other day-
I don't know whether it was wild or somgone's pet. Anyway, a oly ster of men were stand-
ing round laughing at the monkey which seemed to amnoy it and it made a quick slap at
one of the men who was sitting at the fromt of the little shops One of the pests that
has to be guarded age ‘is the white ants, who rewel in paper or wood. Barbara had
men come from (amp Knox yesterday with a large spraying a tus to go over the whole
house with DDY which will relieve us for a little of the mosquitoes which were becoming
numerous, as well as all the other intruders. '
» e Dilip Rei meeting was a gr success - not the record crowd - but quite
g of 60. Gladys spent & strenuous morning arrenging the room, having
furniture moved out and finally moving it around Gurselves. The two helpers, knmwwmn as
bearers, in this house are Rampisad, Hindu, and Abdul, NMuslim. They are good friends
and meke & pretty efficient team - m is a little man in his 508, with a mustach e
and & turban, very mild and quiet. Abdul is in his 20s, prébably, wears a maroon plush
Muslim oap, and keeps hoping that we will really learn Bengali, trying simple sentences
on us from time to time. They have certain parts of the house for which they are re-
sponsible, and the serving of the meals and clean up afte g« All well and good -
but just ask them to move futnitmee, or put up & curtein pole in some spot which isn't
in their provimee, and immedistely the atmosphere becomes cloudeds Gladys is in charge
of the house - she moves quiokly - just like Ibbet - and so furmiture is hoisted some-
where, only later to be found more suitable somewhere else - and in the meantime, the
gwo bearers yank and push snd scrape th so violently that Gladys says she wonders
Miss Williams in a stream of Bengali chatter which I don't srstand at alla and yet
understand perfectly well - namely - they object to moving furnitnee arownd for women
who can't make up their mindse All this to explain, that after we got & davemport
upstairs in ome veranfla room Wed. morn and then found 1t was reslly more fitted for
the other room, we just didn't have the courage to eall ths men, and finally succeeded
in pushing it srownd by ourselves.. We decided to meke one verandah room, which wntil
now had been an emergency bedroom, into & reading room, and also to relieve the big
room of the large bookskelves, we removed all the books, had the gselves moved and re~
placed them. So the big room was cleared of everything but the pianc. A matress was
placed for Dilip Rai to sit on, along with his tabla players lostthe others sat on mats
on the floor, with those who preferred using chairs and gtools arownd the edges. Mr.
Choullh brought flowers called Rejahi-genda (meaning night geented) - small white
himeynth=like flowerets én a very long straight stem which are used at all important
functions here. He brought a garland made of the same flowers which Verna Curtis put
arownd Dilip Rai's neck before he sange. Also he brought the assorted spices to pass
on & plate, and some very special incense. Lacking an incense burner he asked for
& potato and stuck the incense sticks into ite The Chineseand Frenech Consul-Generals
came, but Mre. Thomas the American, had an engagement. When I went to see him about
it at his office, he had some tea sent in and we chatted a bite He is & very friemdly
person to talk to - comes from Montana, (also tall and handsome)s I asked him what
he thought abbut the artiele in TINME. He thought it fairly accurate - a little wn~-
fortunate that & Sich should be singded out as one who had received so many wrongs,
since the Sichs had in reality been the aggressors when the Punjab trouble started.
He realized that being spoken of as & "decadant" nation was pretty hard to take, and
he had heard some pretty bitter comment sbout it om local radioss I told him what
Mervin had reported about the death rate in the Muslim camp. He was quite surprised -
the fact is, that none of that information has been in local papers. But Sidney Stray
gsays he finds it in Bnglish newspapers sent to him.
After our meeting was over I felt a sore throat coming on, which got quite
bad, but seems to be getting over quickly. It seems the change in temperature brings
on colds here just as it does at home.

November 21, The weaths;
[] or ' time - |
in Delhi and plans for going
near Delhi. We had been say

But we can see, in
deh must be & first
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1 feasted on &n of 1 _ sterday. So thee
is going to Nebraska for Christmas. I e: end it will be &
nice ezperience for end & good chen againe The only
importent flaw I see 1 I just hope she -

from Aunt Fren-
arownd, she fainted one
o get wp, &ltho the doctor en-

courages her o Y, ows herself to stay
in bed. Aumt Frances t E } as much &s possible
since it seems Aunt : '  neededs Awnt Fran-
ces said it was necessa : d even to feed her
one day, which sounds as tho she the doctor thinks
she is making faworable progress, and it may gets her strength
on the up end up, she may be alright.s How I do h be the way.

No very recent word from Stuert end Marty, but Awn ances said thexy
were at the G,S. Alumni dey gathering, and also were to visit Grendme on e Sundey.
Esther Farquher wrote that Ernest Lundeen died suddenly October 31, of heart fail-
ure. He had not been feeling well for two weeks, but they no thought of it
being serious. It was quite a shoek to reajize it. Porr 1 Lundeen will be very
lonely. Esther said, Suzenna reports that Bthel was holding very well - mugh
better then she had thought possibles The Fred Reeve family mow has the comflortebl e
home in the country - West Newton - they had hoped to get a year ago end are so very
heppy to be together. Meeting had been held there - Fred, ¢lerk, Summer Mills,
Asste Clerk, and Robina, recording clerk, as formerly. But - if thee is going to
see Uncle Chesters and Summer and lela about next week, thee will be learning all
this for thyself. e i

: Another book I find very helpful, along the line of the dthers I
mentioned to thee recently, is Thomas Kelly's "Testement of Devotion" which has

been .in circukation for some time, but I somehow

addition to being beautifully end helpfully written, it rives one pleasure to
remember Thomas Kelly eas we lkmew him.

I tried on the sari that Merzot Temnyson gave me, but the effect was
disappointing, partly because it was a five yard one instead of sixz, and I defini=-
tely need the latter, and partly because it is white, with figure, and I should
wear 8 dark one which will not show up heightlr so muche So vwhen we had our big
doings with Dilip Rai, I wore my Bemberg sheer again, while jladys, Barbara and
Verna wore saris, and looked very nice in them. Verna's is black with g nice
border. They say saris used to be very cheap before the war, but now you can't
get a cotton one for less themn Rs 15 or five dollars, and the nice ones are Rs 60
on up into the hundreds for those of silk with beautiful borders. I em amazed to
see the apperent endless variety of saris Indian women,who are comfortably fixed
finencielly weer. Amita, who works in the finance office, gets a good salary, and
her husband works for the police. Amite wemrs & different seri every few days, and
then you don't see it againe. I suppose she may bring it out months or & year from
now - the saris last forever, it seems, so are practicale. Likewise Roxeha seems
to have a different one everytime she comes to some function here. She came with
her parents and brothers to the Dilip .Rai meeting - but alas for me, she is started
into college agein, here in Calcutte, rather than going to Karachi - and her pro-
grem is much too full to think of volunteer teachinge I1shita Chatterji's mother

hed a sari given her for e wedding present which was made of pure géld thread.

When putting it away, it wes folded insteed of put in a roll, and the threads

broke. So she had the gold melted end mede into ear ringse. Ishitahas wearing a
cotton sari which had been her grandmothers, yet it looked quite like new. She is
a Hindu girl whose family has broken away from the Orthodox beliefs and is very
modern, yet they still are very Indian. Iler fether publishes the "Modern Review"
which corresponds, as I understand it, with the Atlentic I'onthly at home.

T still don':t know about thy Secondary Education course - is thet

something to prepare thee for teaching? And how did that jointly writtenpae

rate? s thee enjoying thy other courses? It sounds as though thee was |
Qﬁgﬁfng e hap%y an prof?%&%fe years Kunt Frances S&lg she heard B36yd was homesick?

T will enclose a letter for Florettme A good hug, end lots end lots of love, p"vw'ZhﬁLﬁ

maneges to pull out Bl
ges saying Grendma h
day end hed been in

erl A




__ " ' 1 Upper Wood Street, ¥
i India
g r 9, 1947.

I sm anxi : Mhrerftoyou haﬁortomhyon
each and all a Merry Christmas Happy New Year, and also beeause Mervin and I are
leaving tomorrow for Madras, likely letter writing of this sort will be out of the
question. It is hard to bel: hat Christmas is so near, and that meny of you are

bustling around with preparations hliﬁv activities, or if not that, addressing
the last of your Ck ‘you are just startingl

very remote - warm -mmby day, 35 the highest temperature, 54 the lowest at night
( I suspect this must be Florida) - Poinsettia bushes flashing their gorgeous red
display along high garden walls, the flower beds in our lswn ghowing promising little
plante of Snap dragons, , and others whose identity I shal. bhruhu later. There
is a bed of dahlias, and ambther of miniature yellow chrysanthemu
Joy. Dorothy Sehlick, of U.S., is landing at Bombay soon, having
work in the Punjeb. With her is a trunk marked for Friends Cemtre, Calcutta and we are
eagerly looking forward to its arrival, for in it are & number of new books ordered by
us through A.F.S.Ce for our Library, and altho we didn't ask it, we have word they
have ineluded Christmas tree decorations. Whatever fextivities are held here have been
placed in the hands of & comnnittee of three, and the last I heard, they were wondering
if it was possible to get turkey (they are seldom seen about hros and were saying that
it would be muech easier to get goose, which is commonly seen muﬂtg the streets or ih

tanks (pools).

If I attend the All India Women8 Conference, du plarmed T ghall miss
Christmas in Caloutta and will likely be spending it in Madrass That isn't as I would
havd wished it, but the remsoning goes something like thiss. prvinm asked to go to
Madras to speak to the small Friends group there on the 13th, and lithe Also he has
been planning for some time to check on some milk canteen work being dome there with
which the Unit is comnected. 5o he wired me from Delhi "oould I arrange to go with him
for a holiday together"(we! ‘time otr ionally, snd neither
of us have taken any so far). It seeme l.goo P and arren nts were made - then
we discover that the A-I Women's Conference meets in lln.drn. Dece28 = 31. The Unit sent
three people th the meetings in Bombay last year, and since I was to be in Madras felt
it would be suitable for me to also attend these meetings. I suspect this body is one
of the most progressive in India, and to attend the meetings will be a privilege and an
education, and should give splendid opportumity to become acquainted with a representa=-
tive group of Indian womens All this outweighs the fact that I may be spending Xmas in
a strange city among strange people. Whether lMervin stays that long is & question -
depending on how urgent it may be to get back to duties in Calecuttm. Russ Curtis,
Finance Officer, takes charge when Mervin is absent.

This morning we thought for a while that the whole thing was off. Mervin
came back from Delhi deay before yesterday with Dysentary, and if it were found to be
Amoebic Dysentary, it would be necessary te stay here for a two weeks treatment and a
considerable smownt of rest. But tests by the Laboratory this morning proved it was
Bacillary Dysentaepy, which seems violent for a short time, but is rather quickly over-
come - there fore the doctor said, "don't eancel your reservations - you will be alright".
Dr. Hahndel, the physician, I may have mentioned before, Jif came from Gerpany, re-
members being fed cocom,ete. by the A.F.S.C, when he was & boy -~ he has a well established
practice here, and is flying today to Switszerland for a ten day absence, to consult with
some medical men, leaving today. While in Delhi Mervin was able to get some dental
work dome, for although we got thoroughly fixed up before leaving Ind'pls, he had devel-
oped more cavities, and one tooth lost it's half cpown so that a whoke new tooth had to
be built up of enamel, which the dentist did with skill, He is Indian, but got some of
his training at the Unive. of Pennsylvania.

Although Delhi is a beautiful ecity, Mervin wasn't favorably impressed with
the citizens who seem to be the cool, disinterested sort in contrast to the warm, friendly
people we find in Bengal « many have told us that altho Calcutta is the worst eity for
lack of cleanliness, and lack of organizetion %@ city govt. and general sloppy ways,
the people are friendly, artistic, hospitible, amd often intellectual - also emotiochel,
and someone has compared them to the Italians. ,It is so easy to make friends here - every
where one turns they seem to be eager to be friends.



Thanksgiving passed by without te I hink ab :

and remarked that if I just had time I would go ov sengali kitchen and make some
pumpkin pies, American styl ‘was much 50 take time

and besides that brick an '}y stove

results, In Delhi, Mervim did enjoy &

Wright for the ...:.ﬂﬁ- govte hostel |
There seems to be more rapid progre in <

camps that would have . thought possible, in the wever, there afe still

worse than others -

thousands of homeless,
bed where thousands were dying being the worst. There

the one which Mervin had.

are several groups cooperat _ _

real progress is being made, and thequestion now considered
ure should they expect to be doing sctual relief work, and wh
into the longtime program of rehabilitation which we have neith
do, at that great distance from here. Richard Symons, who o
mdnths has finished his term of service and is returning to the work he left behi nd.
Norman Penn was fiven leave from hig U.S. Job and must return b fore longe It seems just
possible that the eme nature of the work may be over inm fwo
Mervin describes the area in which most of the camps are located as glat, dusty country
similisr to the hot dusbty sountry we rode thru from Kerachi - & very dismal, dull kind

of seenery. The Kashmir ares is mountainous and beautiful, and Bob Pittenger has a
hankering to see if he can do some medieal work There. Ie has been doing strenuous ser-
vice among dying people, and since there is no time for a rest, I expect he feels a
change of scenery would give hime the necessary lift. THowever, it hadn't been decided
whether the Kashmir work was most importent when Mervin left - they were to consult other
workers before deciding. It is & somewhat more dangerous ares, in that frontiersmen are
quite used to killing indiseriminately, not caring sbout white faces or brown, bubt most
of that seems to be subsided or at least lessened.

After several attempts, I am now sble to wear a sari properly, and enjoy doing
so tremendously. Gledys and I wear them on special occasions when we're having & gather-
ing, and lately we have taken to wearinz them in the eveninge beosuse we enjoy them and
especially because they keep your legs comfortably warm when the air gets chilly - and I
mean echilly. Last night we had Unit business meeting in the evening and I sat through
it wrapped in a blanketi

1 must tell you about ome of our full and interesting weeks just passed.
Monday - Unit Meeting day, Tuesday - sehool in the morning, afternoon shopping and err-
ands(on that trip Nilima DasGupte took Barbara end me to the little Indian shops to
- look at saris and I got s dark red one, and material dor the blouse to wear with it
which an Indian tailor made accordong to the local style. I shall take the outfit to
wear at the A I W C)s Wednesday evening we had a gathering of 30 people to hear liiss
Palme + tell sbout her work with the ILO. She is on the Bditorial Board and has just
spent & year in India working for that organization in connection with labor problems
nere. Her father was & Bengali who went to Bngland to study, met and married s Swedish
girl, but Miss Dutt had never been %o India wntil this trip. She is tall, dark skinned,
but with non Indisn features. Her brother is fditor of the Communist"Daily Worker" in
London, I wderstand - but she does not seem to share his wiews. Another brother
married the daughter of George Lansbury, famous Quaker member of Parliament who I once
heard spesk in Ind'pls. She stayed to dinner (most gatherings are held during the hours
of 5200 = 7400, rather than after dimmer) and we had a most pleasant evening of conver=-
sation. She was returning that week-end to Geneva, vie a. Swedish freighter from Cal=-

cutta.

d been ordered by Peggy
r makes its headquarters.
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‘ .‘ to end before it gets
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The next evening John Haynes Holmes talked to a gathering of 60, very inform=
ally, followed by questions and answers - & Vvery stimulating session. He speakd very
direetly, letting the chips fall where they may. He had come to India for a three months
period of lecturing, having been gent by the Watmull Foundation whiwh arranges forIndian
snd Americen persons to be exchanged as lecturers, and for Indian students to go to the
U.Se Fridey afternoon we had the College Women's Fellowship, the group recently
started for the benefit of Caloutta women students who are restricted in their contacts.
This time Mme, Trelat, of the French Consulate, & youug &n attractive Frenchwoman, spoke
on life in France and of the student in Paris. e all sat on the floor on grass mats

and had & wonderful-timed The 20 girls from Lady Breaebourne, the luslim college, usually



‘they loved

some standing, and inst
1lit sky overhead, and Caleut
The girls were deposited at
said Goodebye, it is a ples
and our dinner guests of +l
Mrs. Sarkar, also of the Un
the Sarkars have a fascina
like to tell you briefly of it.
She was Austrian, trained in Domestic Science, went to England to take special
trainings The first world war broke out. She couldn't go homs, and finally got to the
UeSe to stay with relatives - in the winter with a brewer relative in Cleveland, and in
the wimmer with farmer relatives in Westmorelemd, Pa. In the latter she learned to raise
chickens and to garden, and loved it. On the U.S. boat she had met lr. Sarkar, from
Calcutta whom she mrri:gul later in Vienns. He studied in Europe (Economics) and

ave the most enchenting mights of sny I have known.
hostel gate where they all spoke so appreciatively as they
ings wms  Back to Upper Wood St.
Calcutte Unive and Prof. and
d in the middle Emst, and
8o Sarkar that evening, and I'd

they spent happy yeers there - theh to Indie and residence in Calcutta where Prof. Sarkar
has been teac , and hag started a college which now has over 1000 students. When they
left Europe for #ndia, lMrss Serkar's mother gave her a fairly large artificial Xmas tree
from Bavaris, and meny bright trimmings, saying that in Calcutte where she might not find
& Xmas tree, she would have this one from her own home. For 22 years Mrs. Sarker used

that tree, and the ornaments seemed notfo grow derk with ages Their home has been & center
and refuge for many studemts through the years, and slways she invited many in for sing-
ing of Christmas carols to experience something of the Xmas she had known, and Yo see her
tree. The students told her that the love snd kindness in that home kept the ornaments

from tarnishing. :
The second world wer ceme. Nrs. Sarkar's family in Austria suffered horriblye

Her yougest sister MWMMW&“
has recently died of starvation. She tried to send food parcels to them but was wmable to
do so. While the army men were in Calcutbta, Mrs. Sarkar made her home open to them, feel-
ing that maybe someone might do as mush for her relatives and she told some fascinating
stories of incidents which happened during that periods The Bemgal famine ceme, snd she
found herself in the midst of it. People were to be seen dead on the street - starved.
They found at one téme 17 babies in & garage, left by starving mothers. Once & pair of
new born twins was found bf"ﬁir dead mother. A friend of Mrs. Sarkar's who was lonely
adopted the twins who have grown into lovely childrem. (This was ome of the erises which
kept F.S.U. im Calouttas, but I hadn't talked to anyone before who had been an eyewitness)
Then came the riots. The Sarkar home is in an area which got the worst of the trouble.
All night, one night their home was besieged and barely escaping, they fled to another
part of the city - remmined in hiding for days without food, and since then wntil recently
when it seems at last that Caloutta is peaceful again, they have returned to their home
vacated, locked and boarded for the past year. She found the piano had been ruined by
white ants, and Prof. Sarker's books as well, and saddest of ‘all, her beloved Xmas Tree.
Yot shle spoke without rancor, and with a kindliness timt was hear{warming. She has one
daughter, Indira, who is getting her Doector's degree in Paris at present. We've asked
Mrs. Sarker to speak to the college women's group next time.

Saturday I foumd that the girl who was expected to give a program of Indisn
dencing for the Int'l group & week later was going to be out of Calcutts. She should
have let us know sooner, - but she didn't - so to find s substitute quickly. There was
Prof. Chaudhury who had been to dinner the night before - he was just the person - but
he had no phone. I got on the biocycle snd finally found his home and was lucky to find
him there. He very greaciously took on the job of filling in, and the subjecy chosen
was "Life Among the Beduins" in costime, That night Rebindra Paul came, who is & nephew
of Mr. Das in Indienapolis and stayed to dinner.

Sunday morning, 'after Meeting for Worship, there was & special meeting to
hear Donald Groon, Bngliésh Friend doing rural work in the Central Provinces, which is
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& I usually white - has m
it flows out into a sort
,move it. Some mothers omh ;
rickshaw and could I pluﬂimo after iiﬂ in the jeeps. At ©
in bourka - I did not speak because I didn't suppose she would wnd
in the back of the jeep, and as I was turning around, from that ghrouded character came the

words,"It was very nice of you to come affger me, and I am so glad to meet you"i! I almost
turned around in my surprise. She was the only mother who ¢ nglishe Later
she explained lh had been sehooled inra Catholic convent. Ineluding childrenm, babies and
mothers there were 4O in that little room - oh yes, and temchers too. Roxana was & grest

help that day. Homegoing time mesnt rides in the jeep, so the litt e gitls thought - and
the tumbled en masse into it in such s spirit of wild abandon and squealing that I had to
get Roxana to come out and tell them in no uncertain terms that they couldn't all ride at
once, snd that actually it was the mothers I was delivering homes Down narrow curving lsnes,
bordered on either side by mud huts we wound our way to deliver these bourked ladies to their
33 very front doorse. The street being possibly 8 feet wide, it was necessary to back out,

and then to get into as tight a situation in someone else's street. But the paety was a
success, and we hope to have another one later. There are even ideas of getting the
mothers over to the Unit one day for movies from the jmericem Comsulate - but it will take
some time before we can expec thnntobiho b.ld.. Llr. R 'lho ]a; mqom 'bhil
school from the be ' " R8+30 a m : ; '

~ ‘two hours the school meets ekgh day. A widow living o Vit ver] street, who has had some
past experience teaching, 1: ‘now moming every day, and has holpcd. immensely to give contin-
uity to the program, Also she has good control over the gitls, so far as I can see without
resorting to violent methods, altho in the Corpotation Schools (city schools) it is well
known that children are beaten. She does not speak English, so planning is difficult, as
“> fap as any sharing of idems - but we get along. She teaches Urdu snd Arabaic and I have
the BEnglish groupe I feel so enecouraged about it, both for the help she can give and the
' faect that more interest and responsibility is being taken om by the community rather than
something being administered from 1 Upper Woed Ste Also it memkes it possible for me to
plan for a holiday, which formerly I didn't like to do without some arrangement ffor the
Hschool, and voelunteers just weren't to be found.
¥ A Muslim festival which came off recently was the Mahorum which lasted several
w days end ended with an all night celebration and processiom. Hugh Seeds, Barbara, and I
>:‘ went with Abdul, the sweeper, the cook's helper, and the peom, (or errand boy, to see the
f procession. I really wasn't impressed - it was a series of floats, and several flame
throwers and that was all. But Abdul and the others liked it, and they were sp pleased that
we went along that it was worth the effort. Abdul went into the Muslim temple for some
brief ritual, and came back with some Indian "sweets" which he passed around, and the peon,
wanting to do sopething, bought a package of cigereétes and a box of matches and handed them
. to mes He should have known me better than that by this time - but since he understands no
Engl.’uh - oouldn't explain, so accepted them and then wondereed what to do with themi
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FRIENDS SERVICE UNIT

(FORMERLY FRIENDS AMBULANCE UNIT & AMERICAN FRIENDS SERVICE COMMITTEE)

TerLeorams : QUAKERSERY 1, UPPER WODD STREET

Puone P.K. 397 ' CALCUTTA

Februarym22,1948.
Dear darling daughter, :

- "T"had thee s6 much on my mind yesperday that I almost
wrote thee a letter. I had been watching the mail box so carefully lately
that Russ Curtis, whose desk is near the mail distribution center, said in
fun that he would ring a bell for me if any mall came! And now today thy
letter has come - this evening, In fact. (Strangely enough, mall 1s delliv-
ered once a day on Sundays here.) Father has been in Delhi and the Punjd
a week and will return possibly in another week, so he wasn't here to share
this letter tonight, but since thee wrote it, thee and Jack have no doubt
had letters directly from him.

So your engagement 1is announced by now. I realize

that along with the goodreasons for not making it publlie so soon, there are
other good reasons why it would seem the desirable thing to do, and realiz-
ing that you feel it 1s good news which you want to share, I can't complalin
I had, for instanceé; thought of. one advantage of having it known, being that
family visitscould be made with greater ease - such as the proposed trip
East at Spring vacation. At that time it would be very nice 1 the folks
at Ridley Park could meet Jack, particularly Grandma. If thee goes East T
hope thee will be able to spend some time with Grandma, for me as well as
thydelf. A letter from faunt Ruth says that tests made after Grandma's
operation indicate that ghe 1s not rid of the cancerous condition - which
means that her 1ife span is limited in more ways than one. We Jjust hope she
will still be there when we come home, and 1t makes me sad not to be able
to do things with and for her now. Of course she has been given no hint of
the results of the tests - and I do hope she may be able to enjoy herself a
"1ittle before the hard days come. . _

I expect the Intelligencer may report that they can't
print the announcement, for 1 geem to remember a printed notice that due to°
lack of space they could only do births, marriages and deaths. But I'm
sure the American Friend will do 1t. We '11 be looking for it - tho our
copiles are two months 0ld by the time they get here by boat mail. Before
long we will no doubt be hearing about the dance, and how you made the
announcement. A Valentine dance was certainly an "gquspicious" occasion
(as the Indians would say) for that kind 8f announcement. Has thee written
the family letters by now? I have dutifully been refraining from mention-
ing the matter in my letters so that it is for thee to break the news.

How I would love to be visiting thee and Jack at Earlham tonight. Of course
we knéw that most anything might happen 1in the two years we would be in
India and that we'd have to accept the fact that we cofildn't be two places
at once - so we'll just continue to depend on thy good letters and those
from the rest of our dear family %o satiafy ua until such time as we can be
togetther again.
Does Uncle John continue his term rewards as in the past}
And does thee do some plano playing thls year. I hope thee hasn't dropped
that altogether - but I haven't read any reference to it in thy letters,
have I? I hope our AddAry-like letters can get started agaln - they are
guch ahelp in keeping in close tough with each other's thinking and actlions
T don't have Uncle John's new address, having had a letter when still in
Albany telling of their expected move to Florida and the new positiom.

I must tell thee something of the interesting afternoon we
had, which, by the way, has become suddenly very warm, with the kind of
humidity that bespeaks of the hot months just ahead. e have not exper-
tenced them so far - April and May have temperatures near 100 and consider-
gble humidity - then come the rains.

Robindra Paul, nephew of our Mr. Das in Indianapolis, in-
vited Barbara, and Gladys and myself (and Father, hed he been here) to come
th his house this afternoon to meet his family. He came to Upper Wood St
to call for us and we walked to the tpram on Chowringhee ©0 ride the flve
miles to his part of town in N.Calcutta. The trams were so full that we
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took a double decker busg, Gladys and I in aairisé, and the fira%”fime,: we had
tried boarding buses with the.m.o_d,a&tﬁ it isnMt difficult, and«in fact I
get great F1;)1,'1.&;:515 e out of wearing them. I have. three now, one.white printd

one which Margot Tennyson gave me ig a 1ittle skimpy tos ook well. I have &
dark red one wtth greeniborder I got in Cal and a galmon Pihk one with
grey and red border I got in Madras. .Arroday--';lmfe the red one,.-The two 1
bought are six yards long, and the \beauty of m is that 1f one doesn't
care to use them as aa.rgs they “made in essegs But I do like
them, and wear them oftem and it ign't likely r-will be ocut

- P & ig part of town near Upper Wo t. the thorou es are
wide and there is a feeling of space. —In then:north part where» anded

by bus, the streets are nmarrow and widding. We followed Robin through a
narrow street and finally reached his home - & ‘building right against the
pavement, and directly agross fro row of tiny shpps or bazaars. Upgtalrs
we filed, followed and preceeded by a number of brothers, coucing, nephews
sisters, ete.etc. and were showh into a frant room abouttlo feet square.

In this room was a very large bed, a chest of drawers, and a small stand
with a vase of flowers it. W& were invited ‘to sit on'the bed, and having
removed our sanfals before we had.got all the way upsteirs, we erched on
the bed. We were introduced to Robin's mother,(Mr. Das' gister) and hls
grandmother (Mr. Dag'mother). I had been looking forward to thie after hav
ing heard about them fromMr. Das - particularly his mother whom he would
like to see = but he hasn't seen his way tlear to come 0 India since he
left it more than 25 years zago. She has a very fine face, cultured and
%enﬁe, anikIErliikeihher {mmediately. Most of the masculine part ?:fhtg.etak
amily spe 1ish when necessary, but none of the womn can. X Aa% o xen
along some pict%res of our fam %Y ;lr:c’a ghow them which ’ﬁg"‘?ﬁund intereating

After a time ve were told that we would have aagne Bengall food,
and Robin took us to the spot where we dould wash our hands. He dipped water
with a brass vase shaped container from a bucket and poured i1t over our
hande onto the cement floor in the hall, where the water drains of f somewhere
and then we were seated on a white cloth on the hall floor where three
gilver plated loaded with food had Dbeen placed. The three of us, Gladys
and Barbara and I sat each with a plate in front of us ard started eating,
while about 15 pairs of eyes watched us with interest. T™e food was good-
had been prepared by Robin's mother; there were three comered pastry things
called signaras, which contain a vegetable migture, there were oblong little
patties containing a mkxture of peas,etc. and a browned potato surrounded
with a epicy sauce, and a round ball with another filling of I don't know
what, and several other things I can't name, besldes a alde dish of "chutney"
made of tomatoes, sugar, raisins and ginger - Very good, and curds, which 1s
sweetened sour milk, an’ a favorite dessert which one eats with fingers as
we did everything else. We couldn't possibly clean our plates - there was
go much - but we did the best we could. Then there was tea.

Then we sat on the big bed again, while the many people crowded in
and all around. Someone brought in some beautiful crocheting of Robin's
mother's. We talked of this and that with the men - while the women lookeu
on - one, the brother of Robin's brother-in-law, satg a song for us 1in Him 1
and then we started home, making the traditional Hindu gesture of greeting
and farewell, the hands brought together as in prayer and saying "Nomisghcar"
and we made arrangements for the family, or at least some of them to some
td the Unit in two weeks for tea. They have the traditional Jjoint family
system where all live in one household - and we hardly know how many will
1ikely come to visit us for tea. When we left the nlce grandmather Das sadd
in Bengall which was translated "would I please write to her son agking him
to come to see her" She lives in the hope she may see him. We came home to
dinner, but none of us had any appetite after our large refreshments. It
made us wish longingly that we could really use Bengall, and Barbara and T

are studying 1t together.

[l W
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